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Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In response to the final Office Action mailed on May 23, 2002, the 
following remarks are respectfully submitted in connection with the 
above-identified application. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-18 are pending in the present application. Claim 1,8, 
15, and 17 are independent. 



Applicants acknowledge the Examiner's indication that the 
proposed drawing correction filed on February 26, 2002 has been 
approved. Accordingly, formal drawings incorporating the correction will 
be filed upon receipt of a Notice of Allowance. 



DRAWINGS 



•f/ 



Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box — > Q 



HDP/SB/21 based on PTO/SB/21 (08-00) 




RANSMITTAL 
FORM 

for ail correspondence after initial filing) 



^Total Number of Pages in This Submission 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/384,646 



August 27, 1999 



BEhjElVED 



William K. BIRNIEetal. 



-JUT 



2683 



Technofog 



R. Perez-Gutierrez 



) 2 2002 
Center 2600 



29250-000661/US 



I I Fee Transmittal Form 
I I Fee Attached 

^ Amendment / Response 
|3 After Final 

O Affidavits/declaration(s) 
l~l Extension of Time Request 

n Express Abandonment Request 

n Information Disclosure Statement 

Q Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 
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Incomplete Application 
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(for an Application) 

I I Drawing(s) 
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PI Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
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Change of Correspondence Address 

I I Terminal Disclaimer 
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n After Allowance Communication to 
Group 
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Appeals and Interferences 

I I Appeal Communication to Group 
{Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
additional fees that may be required under 37 CFR 1.16 or 1.17 
to Deposit Account No. 08-0750. A duplicate copy of this 
sheet is enclosed. 
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Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 , or facsimile transmitted to the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office on the date indicated below. 
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